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The Italian Job pan1
by Dave Ray

Judging or teaching abroad can sound o
sathwy glamorous pastime but the reality can
b snmenhat different as anyone who has
@ aie asmonand o tieree abroad like Mary
would Wil you For many
sppeistouns, Mary hes bam piched up in
e dark b an alfport, labem 0 an hotel,
wend fwo doys either judging or teaching
snd then bewn dropped back a1 the airport
on the Morday moming.  Then, of course,
wihveny yomu bell people that you have been Lo
a forvign coundry they think il is rather
wommderfual but the fact s thal a fivld of cager
studients or compwetitors can be the same no
matter  where in the world  you  are.
However, we have been rather lucky as
Mary has been inviled to some super places
with =ome really nice dog people and
novadays wie dend to ask if we can have one
day extra there for a little sightseeing which
most people are only too pleased o
acvonmmedate,

When Mary was invited to judge and teach
in Naples, Southern  ltaly  recently, |
immudiately offered to carry her suilcases.
well, the truth is that | had not been there
buefore and they did say they were going to
pul Mary into a rather nice hotel! She

= was invited oo take two davs ol FOI

Obedience  teaching

| fullowed by two days
|of Agility judging at
| the 54th.International
Dog Show for the
Italian Kennel Club.
As a matter of interest,
the full name of the
Italian Kennel Club is
“Cruppo Cinofilo
Partenopec” and like
many European shows, there were to be
several courses to be judged each day.

One For The Road!

Mary was invited to ltaly by Nicola Rowley.
Nicola has been in ltaly for about twenty
vears and speaks fluent lalian and she was
ter B oner host and inlerpreter lor the whole
of the visit along with her hushand Bruno
Coluvewe. We arrived on the Wednesday
evening ol Naples Airport and Nicola was
there to meel us. Obviously on our first
visit te Italy we had a few lessons to learn.
Ihe first one was that everyone drives small
cars. | was really surprised when we canwe
vut ol the airport with Nicola and had e
shochorn curselves into her litHe Datsun
Mica with our two suitcases.

| spon learned why everyone drives small
cars though — the ltalian drivers are absolule
lunatics and in Southern ltaly once you
come off the motorways, even the muain
roads are only just wide enough for two
vehicles and every other small car had .
small dent in it o0 heaven knows whal it i
like to have a big car! In fact, a few days
into our visil we met a retired vet and his
wile From Tunbridge Wells who were on
holiday and they had parked their louring
caravan in the grovnds of the hotel.  Thes
had been there since the previous day and
when met them  they  were  still
traumatised by tharr jeurmey into Southern
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ltaly. As I recall, the words “never again!”
were used and they considered themselves
lucky to have made it to the hotel in one
piece and without any dents in the vehicle.

The judges for the dog show had been
accommodated at a hotel in the centre of
Naples but Nicola had chosen to put us in a
hotel in the countryside outside Naples and
what a good decision that was. All the
rooms were gither bungalows or similar to
semi-detached houses within the grounds
and ours had a balcony overlooking the
swimming pools, one being a normal pool
and the other being a thermally heated
Jacuzzi pool from a volcano which was big
enough to swim in and of course we took
advantage of it every day. On our first
evening, we had a meal with Nicola and the
students Mary would be teaching over the
following two days, some of whom came
from Nicolas own club, the Agility Club
Campania. And of course the hotel
specialised in pizza but this was the proper
[talian variety which is a little bit better to
say the least than the British variety.

Obedience Italian Style

On the Thursday and Friday, Mary was
going to be teaching FClI Obedience. As
Mary is a great believer now in clicker
training, she did concentrate on that as well
as traditional training methods. The fifteen
participants were a great bunch of people
with a good variety of breeds.

Unlike FCI Agility which is fairly similar to
British Agility, there are some quite marked
differences between FCl Obedience and
British Obedience which can be
summarised as follows:

In ltalian Obedience there are four levels -
Beginners and Classes 1, 2 and 3. Unlike
our own marking system, there is a
maximum points to be gained for cach level
s0 the perfect score in Beginners would be
150, Class 1 would be 200, Class 2 would be
250 and Class 3 would be 290 and apart
from the exercises cach class has a general
valuation mark within it and the heelwork

pattern is pre-determined within the rules,
In the recall exercise, where we would
expect our dogs to be recalled amd sil in
front, in ltaly they have to be recalled
straight into the heel position, the recall
being from a mandatory 15 metres and the
dog is always left in a sit.

In Beginners, the handlers also have to send
the dogs over a hurdle then recall the dog
straight back to heel. Also for Beginners it
also gets slightly more difficult than in the
UK as they have distance control and again
a very set procedure is enacted. The dog is
placed in a sit and the handler moves 5
metres away and the Steward then places
himself 5 metres behind the dog. There are
just two positions - a down and back into
the sit before the handler returns to the dog.
Lastly, there is the stay exercise. The
handler puts the dog in the down position
and walks about 20 metres away with the
Steward and stays away for one minute
before returning to the dog,

As | said earlier, there is also a general
evaluation mark of ten points for cach level
and the Judge gives a mark up to a
maximum of ten based on:

* Type of relationship depending on the
understanding between the dog and
handler during exercises

* The way in which the dog does the
exercises, vg with fun, energy or
boredom and so0 on

* Temperament of the various breeds

s Presentation and behaviour of the

handler

Our agility handlers complain about the
difference between FCI Agility and British
Agility but in actual fact the differences ane
minor. However, the differences betwoeen
British Obedience and FCl Obedivnee ane
quite substantial which is o great shamw
because the FOCU do hold the CObediemoe
World Championships and it would by
cxtremely good if, like agility, we could
send a British team to compete. Bl in
o
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saving all this, Lam sure that it we wanted to
then we could train up a team to compete in
the championships provided the FCL and
the kennel Club allowed us to.

Universal Dog Training

Weell, vou could say that Mary had her work
cut vut,  She was training Obedience for
two days bul one thing which is the same
worldwide is dog training.  The tyvpe of
eavrcise and the end resull might be
different, but the methods employed are the
same as they are already fairly familiar with
clicker training and Mary appeared lo have
achieved a good degree of success with
sharpening up their training methods and
alzo solving a few problems that the
handlers had.  They were a great bunch ot
people and extremely friendly and, as with a
lot of continental clubs, had use of their own
club house with hat meals and drinks
available during the dayv. Marv's favourite
dog of the day? It was a rather stunning,
Malinois handled by a really smashing guy
who was extremely keen - in Facl, he was
almost as keen as his dog!
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Is there a catch?  OF course there is!

U Alternatively, Doy tickers in advance lrom the ticket bothne, call 024
v b Visa wo Masieroand L}

fairs. you will be able o see Chum semi-finals
Bee there to witness first hand those
clite tew who will get 1o compete ar Olympia this

hickers will
[ 80 to the Hrst & out of the hat who can tell me the winner and the runner-up of the
stanclard AMD mim classes at Olyrmpia Last Chinstnas
ffall, can anyone identiby the judse n this icoure

1
|‘ Amongst the aother raditional delights of counry
|

‘ Eneries 1o the Editor please, Dy post or emadil

{n the Hest evening, we had dinner with all
the handlers at the training ground,  On the
Fridav  evening, when  the  obedience
training had tinished we were invited 1o the
Pre-Show Dinner at the hotel where the rest
of the judges wene staving, in the centre ol
Naples.  There we were greeted by the
President of the llalian Kennel Club, Maria
Cecearelli. It was a very grand affair and
the first people we bumped inte were Diana
Spavin and her partner, Barry.  Diana was
judging Dachshounds and Cavaliers on the
Saturday and 70 Beagles on the Sunday:
Mind vou, we were probably Tucky to make
it into the hotel.  If we thought traffic was
bad during the dav we were mistaken.
Bruno and Nicola arrived to take us into the
centre of Naples in their older Mini car and
when we saw S-seater coaches brving o
drive down roads little wider than back
allevs we understood why —even to get into
a parking spot in one piece was quite an
achicvement!

Next issue, Dave fells
ws all about Mary's
jrudlging experience.

TICKETS
TO SEE THE CHUM SEMI-FINALS AT STONELEIGH

| The Volce has 6 pairs of tickers worth 19,50 each
to The Town & Country Festival, Z4th 1o 20th
| Ausust, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire o give

And tor absolurely no prze an ;I

768 58300 and ||
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